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(54) IMAGE PROCESSOR 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To enable the maintenance 
of stored data by determining whether or not image data 
are to be enciphered corresponding to the storage 
medium of these data and to avoid the decrease in print 
processing speed by enciphering data until a storage 
medium having high data maintainability is obtained. 
SOLUTION: Connection with a client 20 is established, 
and a storage medium is determined by the instruction 
of a U/I 15 or the client 20. When there is no instruction 
it is performed according to an image data amount 
notified before reception. When there is no such 
notification, a hard disk is selected but when there is a 
notification, any storage medium is selected depending 
on the data amount. For example, a hard disk is selected 
when the data amount is more than a prescribed value, 
but when it is less, a RAM disk is chosen. According to 
this selection, it is determined whether or not the data 
are to be enciphered. Namely, the hard disk and the 
RAM disk are incorporated inside a device, and 

enciphering is not performed because of high maintainability, while a floppy or magneto-optical 
disk undergoes enciphering because of free attachability/detachability and low maintainability, 
and further, a file server 20 allows access from a host device connected to a LAN 40 and 
performs enciphering because of low maintainability. 
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